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In 1997, John accepted Father Cooke’s 

offer to become the college’s vice president 
for college relations and general counsel. 
Since 1997, he has been the senior develop-
ment and external relations officer responsible 
for capital campaigns, planned and annual giv-
ing programs, grant services, all external and 
media relations, alumni relations and college 
publications. In 2007, Hurley was promoted to 
the position of executive vice president and 
took on the additional responsibilities for the 
coordination of the college’s senior leadership 
team, strategic planning, integrated marketing, 
and legal and compliance issues. Today, John 
Hurley succeeds the Rev. Vincent M. Cooke, 
S.J., who is retiring after a 17-year presidency. 

It is my pleasure today to distinguish the un-
precedented appointment of John J. Hurley. In 
recognition of his role as the first lay president 
of Canisius College, I congratulate John and 
wish him success in all his future endeavors. 
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CONGRATULATING STATE 
SENATOR CAP DIERKS 

HON. ADRIAN SMITH 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Senator Cap Dierks 
on his induction to the Nebraska Hall of Agri-
cultural Achievement for his long and valuable 
service to agriculture. 

The Hall is an organization whose primary 
purpose is to acknowledge and preserve the 
records of those citizens of Nebraska who 
have made outstanding contributions to the 
well-being of Nebraska’s agricultural way of 
life. 

A rancher and veterinarian by profession, 
Cap was elected to the State Legislature in 
1986 and served as the Chair of the Agri-
culture Committee for 10 years. 

I had the pleasure of serving with Cap in the 
Legislature, and he is extremely deserving of 
this honor. I’ve seen his dedication to Ne-
braska agriculture firsthand, and his spirit and 
verve were always an inspiration. He was al-
ways there with advice or simply a friendly 
word of encouragement. 

I want to thank Cap for his service and once 
again, congratulate him on this honor. 
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HONORING MICHAEL A. ROBBINS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 6, 2010 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in honor of Michael A. Robbins, who served 
the City of Chicago and the Chicago Police 
Department for 22 years before his untimely 
death on September 13, 2008. 

A South Side Chicago native, Robbins en-
listed in the Navy shortly after graduating high 
school and was awarded the Bronze Star for 
his meritorious service during the Vietnam 
War. His dedication to public service contin-
ued when he joined the Chicago Police De-
partment in 1986 and then went on to serve 
the United States military in the Navy Re-
serve. 

On September 10, 1994, Officer Robbins re-
sponded to a call of shots fired in a neighbor-
hood with a high level of gang activity. When 
he arrived he was fired upon repeatedly, re-
sulting in 11 bullet wounds. Although he made 
a strong recovery, three of the bullets re-
mained lodged in his heart. 

As a result of this experience Michael Rob-
bins became an avid activist urging better gun 
control laws. Most notably, he spoke on the 
issue at the 1996 National Democratic Con-
vention and later served as a victims’ advo-
cate for Fight Crime: Invest in Kids. 

On September 13, 2008, Officer Robbins 
was found dead in his home as a result of the 
bullets still lodged in his heart. Michael Rob-
bins will forever be remembered for his dedi-
cation to making the City of Chicago and the 
United States a safer place. 

I rise today, representing the City of Chi-
cago, to express my deepest gratitude and 
sympathy to Officer Robbins’s family for his 
dedication and courageous commitment to our 
communities. Officer Robbins will forever be 
remembered for his heroic sacrifice by the ad-
dition of his name to the National Law En-
forcement Memorial in Washington, DC on 
May 15, 2010. 
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NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL 
WEEK 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I stand before you today in support 
of H. Res. 1149, ‘‘Supporting the goals and 
ideals of National Charter Schools Week, to 
be held May 2 through May 8, 2010’’. I would 
like to begin by thanking my colleague Rep. 
BISHOP for introducing this resolution in the 
House, as quality education should be at the 
top of our priorities list. I urge my colleagues 
to support and acknowledge charter schools 
and their students, parents, teachers, and ad-
ministrators across the United States for their 
ongoing contributions to education and im-
proving and strengthening our public school 
system. 

Charter school programs such as Yes Prep, 
Harmony, WALIPP, and KIPP deliver high- 
quality education, challenge our students to 
reach their potential throughout the United 
States, and provide thousands of families with 
diverse and innovative educational options for 
their children. Charter schools improve their 
students’ achievement and can stimulate im-
provement in traditional public schools as well. 
These unique, public schools are authorized 
by a designated public entity that is respond-
ing to the needs of our communities, families, 
and students and promoting the principles of 
quality, choice, and innovation. 

Charter schools take a revolutionary ap-
proach in educating our nation’s students. 
Today, roughly 4,700 charter schools are now 
serving approximately 1,400,000 children in 40 
states plus the District of Columbia and Puerto 
Rico this year. Charter schools continually 
demonstrate their ongoing success to parents, 
policymakers, and their communities. Some 
charter schools even routinely measure paren-
tal satisfaction levels while all give parents 
new freedom to choose their public school. 

Charter schools nationwide serve a higher 
percentage of low-income and minority stu-
dents than the traditional public system and 
deliver a high quality education. Chartering is 
a radical educational innovation that is moving 
states beyond reforming existing schools to 
creating something entirely new. Chartering is 
at the center of a growing movement to chal-
lenge traditional notions of what public edu-
cation means. 

Charter schools have demonstrated their 
commitment to high academic standards, 
small class sizes, innovative approaches and 
educational philosophies. Many parents 
choose charter schools for their small size and 
associated safety as charter schools serve an 
average of 250 students. 

I am pleased that over the last 15 years, 
Congress has provided substantial support to 
the charter school movement through startup 
financing assistance and grants for planning, 
implementation, and dissemination. In addi-
tion, these schools have enjoyed broad bipar-
tisan support from the administration, Con-
gress, State Governors and legislatures, edu-
cators, and parents across the United States. 

The intention of most charter school legisla-
tion is to: increase opportunities for learning 
and access to quality education for all stu-
dents, create choice for parents and students 
within the public school system, provide a sys-
tem of accountability for results in public edu-
cation, encourage innovative teaching prac-
tices, create new professional opportunities for 
teachers, encourage community and parent in-
volvement in public education, and leverage 
improved public education broadly. 

Competition from charter schools has been 
shown to increase composite test scores in 
traditional district schools. Furthermore, twice 
as many registered voters favor charter 
schools as oppose them. The more people 
learn about charter schools, the more they like 
them. Congress must lend its support to these 
schools and their goals, especially since on 
average, the funding gap between charter 
schools and traditional schools is 22 percent, 
or $1,800 per pupil. The average charter 
school ends up with a total funding shortfall of 
nearly half a million dollars. Yet, 12 studies 
find that overall gains in charter schools are 
larger than other public schools; four find char-
ter schools’ gains higher in certain significant 
categories of schools and six find comparable 
gains to traditional schools. I ask my col-
leagues for their continued support of charter 
schools and urge them to support this resolu-
tion. 
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MOTHER’S DAY CENTENNIAL COIN 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 5, 2010 

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to show my strong sup-
port for H.R. 2421, ‘‘Mothers Day Centennial 
Coin Act’’. First and foremost I would like to 
thank my distinguished colleague from West 
Virginia, Representative SHELLEY MOORE 
CAPITO for introducing this bill. The coins mint-
ed as a result of this legislation will be in rec-
ognition and celebration of mothers and every-
thing they do for us and signify the 100th 
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